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Due to new functions in his home institution, Markus Rapp could not participate in team activities after
spring 2007. Andrzej Czechowski (Polish Space Research Institute, Warsaw) participated in some of the
later meetings and also in work for the final review. For some issues concerning cometary dust trail
obsevations we contacted Masateru Ishiguru (Seoul National University). We contacted Sonoyo Mukai
(Kindai University, Japan) as expert on atmospheric dust and she participated in work for the final review.

Meetings

We held our team meetings November 6 -10 2006, May 7 -11 2007 and May 13 -16 2008. We enjoyed the
friendly and professional working atmosphere at ISSI and always received excellent support from the ISSI
staff. Between the meetings we had meetings in subgroups at other places and communicated by e-mail.
During the last meeting some members participated via Internet, since other obligations and travel
constraints prevented them from travelling to Bern. We had an additional editorial meeting (November 24 -
28 2008) of four of the authors for the review paper at ISSI. During the meetings we also enjoyed
discussions with other scientists visiting ISSI. On two occasions we had the opportunity to meet at ISSI
with another group and to have a discussion on a subject of mutual interest:

Discussion of surface charging of Martian dust and atmospheric consequences together with working group
‘Martian Planetary Boundary Layer: Dynamics and Interactions with the Surface and Free Atmosphere’
(team leader A. Petrosyan). Presentation of the topic by Dr. Renno was followed by group discussion.

Discussion about meteor radar observations with the International Team on “Virtual Observatory for
Meteoroids” (team leader R. Arlt) where Dr. Pellinen-Wannberg gave a presentations.

Results

The published results (and those submitted for publication) of the team provide a solid basis for furture
dedicated space research on dusty plasma topics. The two major topics that arose during the discussions
within the team are concerned with the observation of high altitude meteors that reveal physical processes
that differ from the common meteor phenomena and with the detections of nano dust particles that are
accelerated in magnetic fields. Both results were unexpected and were possible because scientists with
different backgrounds worked together in a collaboration initiated during discussions at ISSI.
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